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NOTE ON ENDORSEMENT 

What follows is the answer to Question No. 21 (“Is the application for a geographic 

name? If geographic, documents of support required) 

Yes, the application is for DotAfrica, a geographic TLD. 

The applied-for DotAfrica gTLD string is not for a country our territory. However, the guidebook 
expressly stipulates that the geographical regions are defined by UNESCO, and Africa is clearly stated 
as one of the UNESCO regions (see http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/worldwide/); that is, a 
name listed as a UNESCO region or appearing on the “Composition of macro geographic(continental) 
or regions, geographic subregions, and selected economic and other groupings” list, and  as such is a 
geographic name that requires government support.  On the basis of this, we understand that 
DotAfrica is a geographic TLD and is not a Community-based TLD.  
 
In recognition of the centrality of this requirement, we had undertaken early efforts to obtain an 
unequivocal endorsement for our DotAfrica proposal from the relevant United Nations body for 
Africa which is the regional economic grouping, namely the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Africa (UNECA). (Please see attached document signed by the Executive-Secretary of UNECA and 
United-Nations Under-Secretary-General, H.E. Abdoulie Janneh) 
 
DCA had worked closely with UNECA leaders and presented the DotAfrica initiative for their 
endorsement and support. 
 
The UNECA is a public diplomatic authority that was founded in 1958 and preceded the 
establishment of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) that was formed in 1963; and is similar to 
other UN regional economic groupings covering different regions of the globe such as the UN 
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), the UN Economic Commission for Asia (UN-ASIA), and the 
UN Economic Commission for Latin America (UNECLA).  
 
The List of countries under Africa as defined by UNESCO (located at 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/worldwide/africa/) is as follows: 

 

Africa 
 

The Africa region presented here follows the specific UNESCO definition, as required by the ICANN 
new gTLD Guidebook, and the countries within this region of UNESCO activities comprising the Africa 
region are: 

1.  Algeria  

2.  Angola  

3.  Benin  

4.  Botswana  

5.  Burkina Faso  

6.  Burundi  
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7.  Cameroon  

8.  Cape Verde  

9.  Central African Republic  

10.  Chad  

11.  Comoros  

12.  Congo  

13.  Côte d'Ivoire  

14.  Democratic Republic of the Congo  

15.  Djibouti  

16.  Egypt  

17.  Equatorial Guinea  

18.  Eritrea  

19.  Ethiopia  

20.  Gabon  

21.  Gambia  

22.  Ghana  

23.  Guinea  

24.  Guinea-Bissau  

25.  Kenya  

26.  Lesotho  

27.  Liberia  

28.  Libya  

29.  Madagascar  

30.  Malawi  

31.  Mali  

32.  Mauritania  

33.  Mauritius  

34.  Morroco  

35.  Mozambique  
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36.  Namibia  

37.  Niger  

38.  Nigeria  

39.  Rwanda  

40.  Sao Tome and Principe  

41.  Senegal  

42.  Seychelles  

43.  Sierra Leone  

44.  Somalia  

45.  South Africa  

46.  South Sudan  

47.  Sudan  

48.  Swaziland  

49.  Togo  

50.  Tunisia  

51.  Uganda  

52.  United Republic of Tanzania  

53.  Zambia  

54.  Zimbabwe 
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ECA Member States  

Similarly, the List of Members of the UNECA (located at http://www.uneca.org/) organized into 
English-speaking and French-speaking countries are: 

English-Speaking 

1. Botswana 

2. Cameroon (also 
French) 

3. Egypt (also French 
and Arabic) 

4. Eritrea 

5. Ethiopia 

6. Gambia 

7. Ghana 

8. Kenya  

9. Lesotho 

10. Liberia 

11. Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya (also 
Arabic) 

12. Malawi  

13. Mauritius 

14. Mozambique 

15. Namibia 

16. Nigeria 

17. Seychelles 

18. Sierra Leone 

19. Somalia 

20. South Africa 

21. Sudan (also 
Arabic) 

22. South Sudan 

23. Swaziland  

24. Uganda  

25. Tanzania 

26. Zambia 

27. Zimbabwe  

French-Speaking 
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28. Algérie (also 
Arabic) 

29. Angola 
(Portugese) 

30. Bénin 

31. Burkina Faso 

32. Burundi 

33. Cap-Vert 

34. Comores 

35. Rep. du Congo 

36. Dem. Rep. du 
Congo 

37. Niger 

38. Côte d'Ivoire 

39. Djibouti 

40. Gabon 

41. Guinée 

42. Guinée-Bissau 

43. Guinée 
équatoriale 

44. Madagascar 

45. Mali 

46. Maroc (also 
Arabic) 

47. Mauritanie 

48.  Rép. 
Centrafricaine 

49. Rwanda 

50.  Sao Tomé-et-
Principe 

51.  Sénégal 

52.  Tchad 

53.  Togo 

54. Tunisie (also 
Arabic) 

 

By these two separate List of countries presented above, we believe that the UNECA endorsement of 
DCA's DotAfrica proposal covers about 100 per cent of the countries of Africa as defined by UNESCO, 
and is representative of the regional economic group - UNECA- that is responsible for the 
development of Africa to the global United Nations (UN) body. Also, kindly note that Morroco is a 
country on the UNESCO and UNECA Lists and geographically located within the African Continent, 
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but is presently not a member of the African Union (AU) at this time. Therefore, the UNECA 
presently covers more countries in Africa than the AU, and also continues to support the 
programmes of the AU in terms of capacity building and knowledge sharing and management. 
 

In addition to the UNECA endorsement, we have also obtained an early endorsement from the 

African Union Commission in 2009. (See copy of letter signed by H.E. Mr. Erastus D. Mwencha, 

Deputy-Chairperson of the African Union Commission on behalf of Monsieur Jean Ping, 

Chairperson of the African Union Commission). 

 DCA had worked closely with the AU officials and introduced the initiative and made many technical 

and operational clarifications regarding the project with a view to aiding the understanding of 

officials, and explaining the overall desirability and imperatives of DotAfrica as an Internet gTLD 

initiative that is good for the African continent and its people.  To the best of our knowledge, the 

endorsement that DCA received from AU was valid at the time it was issued to us, and we believe 

that it is still valid, since the attempt to invalidate it was based on a forged, unstamped letter; 

what we believe is a work of sabotage coupled with other unethical practices to prevent DCA from 

submitting an application to ICANN for the DotAfrica gTLD. If the issue is contentious, it could be 

resolved at the Dispute Resolution Service Provider; however, we believe that the UNECA 

endorsement is sufficient for the purpose of the Geographic Names Evaluation Panel and satisfies 

this particular application requirement. 

Also, note that DCA Trust had started approaching individual African governments to provide it with 
their respective endorsements to demonstrate support on a country-by-country case. On the basis 
of this initial effort, DCA Trust obtained important endorsements from some countries such as 
Ethiopia, South Africa, and the Kingdom of Lesotho. Even though we had achieved some initial 
successes in this regard (as attested to by the attached letters), our efforts were thwarted by our 
detractors in the AU DotAfrica Task Force who tried to discourage African countries and the sub-
regional economic blocs and other organizations, not to provide any more endorsements to DCA.  
Even an organization such as the Corporate Council on Africa which had originally provided DCA an 
endorsement was prevailed upon to withdraw its endorsement. In a nutshell, our efforts of getting 
the letters from different African countries were also sabotaged.  
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